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IMPORTANT!!! In order to confirm your position as camp counselor, by April 26, please review this letter, Counselor Policies and Commitment Form, sign commitment form and return to the camp office! 

IF YOUR PLANS HAVE CHANGED AND YOU CAN NOT ATTEND, PLEASE CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY. 
Dear Counselor (and parents),                                                           
CONGRATULATIONS! Out of hundreds of excellent applicants, you have been selected as a counselor for the2017 Abbie Rogers Civitan Camp, a camping experience for children and adults with significant disabilities. 
PLEASE BE CONSIDERATE ABOUT HOW YOU SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH OTHERS. YOU LIKELY HAVE MANY FRIENDS WHO HAD A GREAT APPLICATION; HOWEVER, CIVITAN CAMP DOES NOT HAVE SPACE FOR ALL APPLICANTS.
Your commitment to be a counselor is commendable!  Each year, there is a long waiting list for counselors (Approximately 75 this year!) and it is an honor for you to be selected.  This year marks the 57th Anniversary of the camp…a long tradition in South Mississippi! 
 The mission of the camp is to operate a fun and safe camping experience for individuals with significant disabilities ages 2 - 65 years, provide time for these individuals to have a week of independence from their families, and create opportunities for individuals with and without disabilities to live, work and have fun together.   To see more about the camp, the Website address is www.AbbieRogersCivitanCamp.org.
 The camp upholds the philosophy that all people have worth and deserve respect.  Respect is accomplished through our attitude and actions in how we treat others.  Good character and moral integrity are attributes valued and expected in all camp counselors and staff.  It is with this in mind you have been selected as a counselor during the following session:

           _____ Session I – Youth Camp-
Saturday, July 15, 4:30 PM – Friday, July 21th, 4:30 PM      

           _____ Session II-Adult Camp-         Sunday, July 23, 4:30 PM – Friday, July 28th, 4:30 PM 
  
General Information
Counselor Orientation Day:     During this Counselor Orientation, which occurs the first day you arrive at camp, counselors will have specific training and detailed information about your new camper friends with disabilities.  Participation in this Counselor Orientation is mandatory. The camp theme for this summer is: “The Greatest Camp on Earth!” Activities for the week will center around a circus theme.
Camp Counselor Responsibilities: During camp you will be paired as a buddy with a child or adult(s) with significant disabilities during the week.  Counselors are expected to be at the camp all week long and leaving camp for any reason (class, job, football, wedding, etc.) is not allowed. Your primary responsibility is to provide a fun and safe camping experience for everyone attending camp.  As a counselor, you will participate, along with your camper friends, in activities such as swimming, boating, art, fishing, recreation, etc. as well as providing assistance as needed with daily care needs such as eating, bathing, and dressing. Counselors have free time away from scheduled activities in the afternoons for 1 hour and in the evenings for approximately 1.5 hours.  Counselors remain on the campground at all times.  

Camp Staff and Supervision: Approximately 75 qualified staff members are on the campground at all times to assist you in meeting your responsibilities.  All activities, functions, and sleeping areas are supervised by adult staff.  Additionally, there is a full time nursing staff on the camp grounds at all times and physicians are present each evening.   
Camp Location:   Abbie Rogers Civitan Camp is held at Camp Iti Kana (Girl Scout Camp), Hwy 13, Wiggins, MS.  Directions from Hattiesburg:  Drive South on HWY 49, after you pass Carnes, MS and before Wiggins, turn right onto Hwy 13.  Camp grounds are less than one mile on left.

All FIRST YEAR Counselors AND at least one of their parents meet with the administrative staff on Sunday, April 30, 3:00-4:00 p.m. at Camp Iti Kana, Wiggins.  (You are NOT required to attend this meeting if you live out of state—we will talk over the phone). During this meeting, counselors and their parent(s) meet the administrative staff, receive additional information about Civitan Camp, and see the cabin areas and camp grounds.  


What Not to Bring!

In order to protect your nice items, the following is not permissible: 

NO computers, IPODS, expensive luggage, Apple Watches, expensive cell phones, expensive jewelry, expensive make-up, good clothing, expensive sunglasses, or any other item that rustic, hot, muddy, and damp conditions could harm.  Your belongings do not return from camp in the same shape they arrived!  
What to Bring!
A solid white t-shirt that you can paint

A glow-in-the-dark necklace for you and your camper (can find in party section of many stores)
Girls- bring (to be shared)- 1 case of water and one package of any type breakfast bars and any size box  
Guys-bring(to be shared)- 1 case of water and one case of potato chips, any kind and any size case 
A camp shirt from ANY camp you have attended (including Civitan Camp) to wear on Throw Back Thursday.  

swimsuits  (Girls, swimsuit must be one piece or must have t-shirt over two piece suit)

shorts, t-shirts, etc.

shower shoes or flip flops

flashlight and batteries


heat rash cream/powder 
several pairs of shoes                          
backpack
insect repellent


extension cord



continuous spray sunscreen
toilet articles


linens, pillow, blanket, towels

bedding for a single bed
snacks in sealed containers (if desired) 
                                                         FANS ARE IN CABINS ALREADY
Counselor policies are enclosed. Please review them and sign as indicated prior to mailing it back by April 26th.  It is our hope that you will have an incredible, memorable experience at the Abbie Rogers Civitan Camp with a group of great people.   Many say Civitan Camp is the best time they have ever had!  For additional information, contact Haley Friend  at Haleycfriend@gmail.com or Terri Daniels, at (email- BEST way to reach me) troyd@megagate.com, or (text) 601-447-1649.  
Our Best to You!

Terri Daniels, Kay Boone, & Chris Potin, Camp Directors      &      Haley C. Friend, Counselor Coordinator
www.AbbieRogersCivitanCamp.org, Parents….want to send your child a letter/package at camp?  They will love it! Address:   Camp Iti Kana, 11 Iti Kana Road, Wiggins, MS  39577, 601-928-3515

    





      














